03/08/2007 07:03 



9199339685 



WOLFF LAW OFFICES PL 



PAGE 



Wolff Law Of fi ces, PLLU 

Response To Elccli on/Restriction and Amendment 



AppL Ser.No. 10/657,188 



In The Claims : 



Please amend claims 19 and 20 as follows: 



1. 



(Previously Presented) 



A method of fuel control for synchronizing an individual 



engine cylinder's fuel changes to their respective changes in exhaust gases, including the steps 
of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

correlating controlled fuel changes of individual cylinder's injectors to subsequent 
detected exhaust gas changes,, controlled at magnitudes differing from normal operation; and 

storing in memory a time delay period based upon a time difference between causing the 
fuel change and the detected exhaust gas property changes of the individual, cylinders. 

2, (Original) A method according to claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 
determining an oxygen sensor time response characteristics for assessing proper operating 

condition of the oxygen sensor using the time delay period stored in memory. 

3. (Previously Presented) A method of individual engine cylinder closed loop 
fuel control, including the steps of: 

providing a catalyst tor reducing exhaust gas emissions; 
delecting exhausi gases' rich or lean conditions with a switching oxygen sensor; 
synchronizing a sampling time period for detecting a change in an oxygen sensor's output 
condition to an individually selected cylinder's exhaust gases entering the exhaust manifold; 
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detecting at least one engine parameter sufficient to determine stable engine operational 
. conditions; 

controlling a closed loop fuel control change in the fiiel quantity during a first period to 
all cylinders connected to an exhaust manifold with a common oxygen sensor by using the 
minimum said quantity to cause sensor cycling between rich and lean conditions; 

sampling the oxygen sensor's condition during a second time period when each 
individual cylinder's gases are entering said exhaust manifold and identifying cylinders resulting 
in a contrary sensor condition to the respective said closed loop fuel control changes during the 
first period; 

controlling a minimum change in fuel quantity into at least one of the selected individual 
cylinders with said contrary sensor conditions, using said fuel quantity sufficient to produce a 
change in the oxygen sensor condition thus differing from the selected individual cylinder's 
exhaust gases' conditions sampled in the second time period, during a third time period; 

determining the minimum change in fuel quantity causing a change in the oxygen sensor 
condition for each selected individual cylinder having said contrary sensor conditions follow the 
third time period and storing in memory such minimums for each respective individual cylinder 
during stoichiometric conditions; and 

establishing a learned average fuel quantity offset for each individual cylinder by 
adjusting all cylinders' offsets such that the minimum said fuel control change necessary for each 
selected engine operational condition are stored in memory. 



3 



PAGE 7/23 * RCVD AT 3/8/2007 1:50:29 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-3/1 9 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:9 1 99339685 * DURATION (mm-ss):0546 



03/08/2007 07:03 



9199339685 



WOLFF LAW OFFICES PL 



PAGE 08/23 



Wolff Law Offices, PLLC 

Response To Election/Restriction and Amendment 



Appl Ser. No, 10/657,188 



(Previously Presented) 



A method of fuel control for synchronizing individual 



engine cylinder fuel changes to subsequent changes in exhaust gases' conditions, including the 
steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 
detecting exhaust gases' conditions with an oxygen sensor; 

detecting at least one engine parameter sufficient to determine stable exhaust gases' 
conditions for monitoring during a first time period; 

causing a sequence of changes in fticl quantity to at least one selected grouping of 
cylinders, during a second time period, differing from the fuel quantity in said first time period, 
so as to produce a change in exhaust gases' air- fuel conditions differing from the exhaust gases' 
conditions detected during the first time period; 

monitor a time period, from a selected reference point, for the time of the first change in 
said exhaust gases' air-fuel conditions that are caused by said changes in fuel quantity during said 
second time period; and 

storing in memory the monitored time period from the selected reference point. 

5. (Original) A method according to claim 4, whereby the oxygen sensor detecting 
exhaust gases' conditions is a switching type sensor having two discrete output voltage 
characteristics tor conditions richer and leaner than stoichiometric. 

6. (Previously Presented) A method of transient engine fuel control compensation to 
selected individual cylinders, including the steps of: 
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providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

detecting, during a first time period, transient engine load condition changes that may 
subsequently cause exhaust gases' air-fuel ratio to deviate from a defined control point; 

causing a change in fuel quantities to at least one selected individual engine cylinder, 
differing from quantities in the first time period, during a second time period for adjusting effects 
of the transient engine load condition changes; 

measuring effects of at least one selected individual engine cylinder's exhaust gases 1 
conditions resulting from the clianges in fuel quantity, by sampling exhaust gases 4 conditions 
during predetermined time periods, following said second time period; 

making subsequent modifir^fions in fuel quantities supplied to at least a second selection 
of individual cylinders; and 

detecting at predetermined times said second and subsequent selections of individual 
cylinders' exhaust gases' conditions resulting from immediately prior modifications in fuel 
quantities to selected individual cylinders, so as to cause air-fuel ratio fluctuations about the 
defined control point. 

7. (Previously Presented) A method of individual cylinder fuel control compensation 
for conditions of engine load changes, including the steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

monitoring engine exhaust gases with an oxygen sensor; 

detecting at least one engine operating parameter indicating a load change and enabling 
individual cylinder fuel control; 
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enabling a change in fuel quantity to at least one selected individual cylinder, to produce a 
change in exhaust gases' air-fuel conditions that adjusts for effects of the load change; 

detecting exhaust gases' conditions resulting from each said selected individual cylinders' 
said change in fuel quantity by sampling at predetermined times; and 

controlling subsequent changes in cylinder's fuel quantity, such changes depending on 
effects that each previous said change in fuej quantities has on subsequent exhaust gases' air-fuel 
conditions detected for each individual cylinders' combustion event, to causing in cycling of 
gases' air-fuel about a defined control point so as to compensate air-fuel conditions for said load 
changes. 

8. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 7, whereby the change in fuel 
quantity is implemented gradually by transitioning to the maximum controlled fuel quantity 
changes amongst individual cylinders spanning over a number of cylinder firing events in order 
to minimize perceived changes in engine smoothness caused by step changes in engine cylinders* 
torque levels. 

9, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 7, whereby said causing 
cycling of gases' air-fuel about a defined control point is used to determine dynamic catalyst 
oxygen storage characteristics during non-stoichiometric conditions for modifying subsequent 
fuel changes into the individual cylinders for more quickly reaching the defined control point. 
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1 0. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 7, wherein the changes in fuel 
quantity arc determined using stored correction values based upon oxygen sensor feedback 
during prior engine load changes of similar characteristics, such said feedback from subsequent 
prior combustion events having said fuel quantity causing said cycling of gases 1 air-fuel about a 
defined control point 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 7, whereby said oxygen 
sensor is a wide range linear type device allowing more rapid correction of measured exhaust 
go3ca f air-fuel ratio deviations from defined control points by controlling said subsequent changes 
in cylinders* fuel quantities depending upon actual magnitude of detected deviation from said 
control point. 

1 2. (Previously Presented) A method of fuel control to compensate for undesired 
exhaust gas air-fuel deviations from a desired control point during engine operating condition 
changes, including the steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

providing selected individual cylinder injection probe events, after a prede6ned number 
of normal fuel injection events, to have corrections in magnitudes of fuel quantity to counteract 
effects of load changes; and 

adjusting die corrections in magnitudes of fuel quantity to selected individual cylinders, 
based upon oxygen sensor feedback of exhaust gases' conditions resulting fium prior said probe 
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events by said sensor feedback sampling at predetermined times so as to cause the exhaust gases 1 
conditions to cycle about a defined control point at an earlier time following the load change* 

13. (Previously Presented) A method of early cycling an oxygen sensor's output, 
during non-stoichiometric transient engine load change conditions, including the steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

causing estimated fuel changes into selected individual cylinders; and 

modifying subsequently said estimated fuel changes using a successive approximation 

approach based upon feedback determined by sampling the oxygen sensor's output during 

predetermined time periods. 

1 4. (Previously Presented) A method of fuel control for correcting fuel 
quantities delivered to individual cylinders prior to a detectable engine operating condition 
change so as to reduce uudesired exhaust gas air-fuel deviations from a desired control point, 
including the steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

providing a device for electrically controlling engine airflow based upon operator power 
demands; 

detecting at least one parameter indicating future power demands causing engine 
operation outside a defined control range based upon imminent engine operational condition 
changes; 
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delaying activating future change in the device for electrically controlling engine airflow^ 
due to said future power demands, until after first delivering estimated modifications in fuel 
quantities into individual cylinders that compensate for said imminent engine operational 
condition changes; and 

activating change in the device for electrically controlling engine airflow so as to meet 
said imminent engine operational condition change requirements, 

15. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 14, wherein said estimated 
modifications in fuel quantities into individual cylinders ate modified by stored correction 
values, hased upnn fiiel quantities used during prior imminent eogine operational condition 
change events of similar characteristics, said stored correction values providing compensation 
during said prior engine operational condition changes based upon prior measured feedback from 
exhaust gases 1 conditions. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) A method of rapid correction of air-fuel ratio deviations 
from a defined control point following an engine load change, including the step of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

controlling fuel quantities, for selected individual cylinders, based upon monitoring 
exhaust gases' air-fuel conditions at predetermined times, in order to determine necessary fuel 
quantity corrections foi subsequent selected individual cylinders' combustion events that will 
result in cycling of catalyst inlet gases* air-fuel about a defined control point 
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1 7. (Previously Presented) 



A method of modifying individual cylinders' fuel control 



during exhaust gases' air-fuel ratio cycling to minimize levels of engine vibration perceptible to a 
vehicle's occupants by controlling the frequency of air-fuel cycling, including the step of: 
providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

controlling frequency characteristics of engine torque fluctuations caused by engine 
control changes, said frequency characteristics controlled to minimize excitation of vehicle 
resonance points. 

18. (Previously Presented) A method according lo claim 17, whereby controlling of 
air-fitfil frequency of cycling for minimizing said levels of engine vibration perceptible to a 
vehicle's occupants are reduced by adjusting the magnitude of engine fuel control changes versus 
time so as to minimize various vehicle components' resonance excitation characteristics. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A method of fuel control for providing an alternative 
method to cycling individual engine's cylinders* , or grouping of cylinders', controlled exhaust 
gasesl_air-fuel ratios between rich and lean fer - providing an enriehod mixture having oxooss 
exygen^ fevided into the that enter a catalytic converter inlet gases' connected to such cylinders. 
including the steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

providing an e wg ine - configumtion allowing intcd v e manifold operat io n to bo maintained ^ 
proaour o c abov e e xhaust s ystem pressures- during noloctod operating conditions; 



10 



PAGE 14/23 1 RCVD AT 3/812007 1:50:29 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3119 • DNIS:2?38300 * CSID:9199339685 * DURATION (mm-ss):0546 



03/08/2007 07:83 9199339685 WOLFF LAW OFFICES PL PAGE 

Wolff Law Offices, KLLC £p£l; Ser, No, 10/657,188 

Response To Election/Restriction and Amendment 

providing an e ngin e configumti &fl-atfo wi - ng intak e and e xhaust volv es t o be op e n 

controlling at l e ast one sc - le s t e d - cylinder to b e op e rat e d rich for providing an onrichod 
e xhaust gQ3 mixture ; an d 

eeatfoH- i ft ^b € >fl> - ktak e and e xhaust valv es to be o pen during a s e l e ct e d du ra&efire£ 
angular degre e s in an engine's rotati on 

providing an engine configuration not needing a throttle valve for controlling engine load 
variations and including engine design configurations that allow controlling the intake manifbld^s 
pressure conditions to exceed those of the exhaust manifold pressure, under specified conditions: 
and 

controlling a change to the en gine's operation, during a specified time period, of said 
in dividual engine's cylinders', or grouping of cylinders 1 , for causing gas mixtures ente ring into 
said catalytic converter having an excess of. at least both carbon monoxide and oxygen pases, 
differing fro m normal engine operation, so as to produce catalyst heating conditions conducive to 
at least diagnosing of said catalytic converter's condition . 

20. (Currently Amended) A method according to 1 9, v&ereby said e nriched mi * far e having 
e xc e ss oxyg e n provided into the inlet ga ses of a catalytic converte r i s used to produoe -eatelys*- 
■ h e ating during con di tions oflow catalytie 4 emp e ratur e p by causing -at- l e a s t on e e ngin e cylinder's 
e*hi±wrt gu ac iH P- b e controll e d riohoF - than stoichiom e tric o oB&tiettS further comprising the steps 
of detecting the intiation of exothermic catalyst heating following cold engine starting and 
causing gas mixtures entering into said cat alytic converter havinp exr.e.ss carbon monoxide and 
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oxygen for producing catalyst heating conditions are controlled during specified engine 
operations for providing an early method of catalytic converter heating . 

21 . (Previously Presented) A method of synchronizing individual engine cylinder fuel 
changes to subsequent changes in exhaust gases* air-fuel conditions including: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

detecting exhaust gases' conditions with a switching oxygen sensor; 

detecting at least one engine parameter sufficient to determine stable exhaust gases T 
conditioas for monitoring; 

determining oxygen sensor conditions during a first time period; 

causing a sequence of at least a first change in fuel quantity to at least one selected 
grouping of engine cylinders, said first change in quantity differing from a quantity present in 
said first time period, so as to produce at least one transition in oxygen sensor output conditions 
in a second time period differing from said conditions detected during said first time period; 

monitoring a time period by determining a point in time of a first transition in said 
oxygen sensor conditions in relationship to a selected engine cycle reference datum, that are 
caused by said changes in fuel quantity during said second time period; and 

storing in memory said monitored time period. 

22. (Original) A method according to claim 21, whereby additional recordings of said 
measured time are measured by causing a sequence of said transitions in oxygen sensor output 
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conditions so as to determine a more accurate average for a value of said time period that can be 
stored in memory. 

23. (Previously Presented) A method of identifying an individual, cylinders' oxygen 
sensor's response time, when an individual engine cylinders' fuel changes cause subsequent 
changes in exhaust gases' conditions, including the steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

causing a sequence of at least a first and second transitions in said oxygen sensor's output 
conditions by enabling controlled changes in fuel quantity to at least one selected grouping of 
cylinders; 

said first transition causing a stable lean oxygen sensor condition and said second 
transition creating a stable, selected rich condition; and 

measuring a time difference between when the first individual cylinder's exhaust gases 
enter the exhaust manifold having the second enabling controlled change in fuel quantity! and die 
actual time of said second transition in oxygen sensor output conditions resulting from said stable 
selected rich oxygen sensor condition. 

24. (Previously Presented) A method of individual cylinder fuel control, including the 
steps of: 

providing a catalyst for reducing exhaust gas emissions; 

compensating for transient engine load changes by delivering estimated fuel quantities 
into selected individual cylinders; and 
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modifying said estimated fuel quantities by monitoring subsequent exhaust gases' air- 
fuel conditions detected for the selected individual cylinders' combustion event at predetermined 
times, unti) said exhaust gases' air-fuel conditions fluctuate about a defined control point. 
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